
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Lifewords Prayer, August 2018 
 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  
I do not give to you as the world gives.  

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  
John 14:27, NIV 

 
 
On August 4th 1918, King George V asked the British people to pray for peace. 100 
days later, a peace was declared that would bring to an end the First World War. Yet 
even while war still raged, this different peace that Jesus speaks of was at work. As it 
is always at work.  
 
This peace that Jesus promised is not dependent on circumstance. It transcends even 
the horrors of trench warfare. It is the peace that the New Testament writers spoke to 
early Christians who faced terrible persecution and fear. “In this world you will have 
trouble” says Jesus, just moments later, “I have told you these things so that in me, 
you may have peace.”  
 
One hundred years on from that royal call to prayer, let’s pray for peace that ends wars 
and halts conflict; peace that is marked by understanding across differences; peace in 
our hearts that – whatever our own personal circumstances and worries right now – 
changes our perspective, challenges our thinking, and goes beyond our understanding.  
 
 
Welcome to the August edition of Lifewords Prayer. This month we’re looking ahead 
to the centenary of the end of WWI, praying for prisoners in Kenya, celebrating 
International Youth Day, reflecting on NINE BEATS, and sharing news from Safehaven 
homeless ministry in Brighton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



29 July – 4 August 
Remembrance 100 
On Sunday 4th August 1918 – four years after the declaration of the First World War – 
King George V called the nation to observe a National Day of Prayer. Churches across 
the UK are marking this with one hundred days of prayer for peace.  
• From Saturday 4th August to Sunday 11th November 2018 churches across the 

country will take part in ‘Remembrance 100’. Lifewords is partnering with the 
Church of England, HOPE, Scripture Union and other organisations to help resource 
events and outreach during this 100 days of prayer, peace and reconciliation, 
culminating with Remembrance Sunday in November. Give thanks for this 
opportunity to work together as the body of Christ.  

• During WW1 Scripture Gift Mission (now Lifewords) provided over 43 million copies 
of Active Service Gospels to troops, support staff, prisoners and refugees. At the 
back of each copy was a decision form where the recipient could record their 
commitment to Jesus, and Lifewords’ replica copies do just the same today. We are 
hoping to print more replica Gospels this summer to supply demand through the 
autumn. Please pray that we will have the financial resources to make this possible, 
so that many more people can receive a copy of the Gospel.  

• On Saturday 30th June and Sunday 1st July hundreds were invited to the Wiltshire 
Armed Forces and Veterans celebrations in Trowbridge marking Armed Forces Day. 
St Thomas’ Trowbridge church shared 200 copies of the WW1 Active Service Gospel 
with retired and active military personnel and members of the public. “While 
people interacted with our tank and trench display we spoke about how 
organisations like Lifewords were committed to ensuring troops had access to 
Scripture too,” says church member Harriet. Please pray that these Gospels inspire 
faith in service personnel today just as they did in WW1.  

 
To join with thousands of people taking part in Remembrance 100, please visit 
www.lifewords.global/ww1 for free booklets and downloadable films. 
 
5–11 August 
Love knows no bounds, barriers or bars 
With several online reports ranking Kenyan prisons among the 20 worst in the world, 
life for inmates and young offenders can be a scary and frustrating experience.  
• Often described as being "extremely brutal", "overcrowded", and in a "dismal 

condition", prisons in Kenya are difficult places to live and work in. Lifewords Kenya 
is working in 12 prisons, remand centres and young offender institutions across 
Nairobi, sharing Bible resources about God’s hope and transformative love. Many 
inmates have developed a relationship with Jesus. Give thanks for prison workers 
and chaplains who are active examples of God’s unconditional love. Please pray 
that we will have the opportunity to form more life-changing partnerships like this. 

• Patricia* is 26 years old and was serving an 8-month sentence at the Lang’ata 
Women’s Prison in Nairobi for theft. “When the Lifewords team shared the story 
of Jacob in Who Cares About Me, it touched my heart,” says Patricia. “I prayed and 
asked God for forgiveness. Since then I received peace and joy – even while I was 
still in prison. The fear and loneliness has gone.” Please pray for Patricia and others 
like her who have recently discovered a life with Jesus and pray that they will be 
able to find ways to apply and explore their new found faith. 

• “People often feel there is no hope when they are in prison,” explains Lifewords 
Kenya director, Sammy Kamore. “They are uncertain about what their future holds, 
and have a great deal of pain and bitterness in their hearts. But we can share the 
hope of the Bible with them, with your help.” Please pray that we can continue to 
bring life words to inmates in Kenya. Pray too for those governing Kenya’s justice 
system that they may review and improve the current living standards and 
opportunities for reform. 

http://www.lifewords.global/ww1


 
If you are able to help us make a difference in the lives of Kenyan inmates please visit 
www.lifewords.global/prisons to sponsor more booklets.  
 
*Name has been changed. 
 
12–18 August 
International Youth Day 
On 12th August 2000 the United Nations held the first International Youth Day to 
celebrate the contributions made by young people in education, employment, conflict 
resolution, social justice, and more. Since then it has become an annual event. 
• This year’s theme is “Safe Spaces for Youth”. Governments across the globe have 

recognised that not having enough safe, inclusive, welcoming, and non-judgmental 
spaces is one of the challenges faced by many young people today. Our youth 
platform VerseFirst recognises this too. VerseFirst works to provide young people 
with a safe, open space online where Bible verses are shared, alongside blog 
articles with character-building challenges. Give thanks for VerseFirst as it invites 
young people to experience Jesus’ love, care and generosity for their lives.  

• In addition to the online platforms, VerseFirst provides a range of Bible booklets 
and postcards. Jake from Canterbury says, “Last summer I attended Limitless 
Christian Festival where one of the speakers spoke to us about their journey with 
anxiety and gave us free copies of VerseFirst’s Little Book of Chaos to take home. 
Almost a year later I still go back to this booklet, because of how healing it’s been 
for me. I find it so hard to express myself sometimes, but having this booklet has 
made room for conversation, and lets me know that it’s ok to not be ok. And 
whether I’m having a rough day or not, I still look to God.” Praise God for the unique 
and individual ways young people are connecting with the Bible and learning to put 
their faith, trust and hope in God. 

• For some young people school can be a distressing time where they feel scared or 
vulnerable. Please pray for children and teenagers around the world to experience 
peace at school. Pray that they may connect and engage with someone they trust 
if they are feeling apprehensive about situations in their lives, and that more safe 
spaces become accessible to help accommodate the needs of young people 
worldwide.  
 

Please visit www.versefirst.com to find out more or follow @versefirst on Facebook 
and Instagram for the latest updates. 
 
19–25 August  
NINE BEATS: a reflection 
This time last year the NINE BEATS Collective was gearing up for Greenbelt Festival in 
Kettering to launch four days of workshops and performances. More than 20 artists, 
musicians, thinkers and activists from the international group came together and 
invited festival-goers to join them as they journeyed through the beatitudes. Event 
volunteer Anthony was one of them. Here’s his story: 
• “I remember learning about what it means to truly be a peacemaker,” says Anthony. 

“It spoke to me so strongly and challenged me to really practice compassion.” Give 
thanks for the creative opportunities NINE BEATS has created to engage people 
like Anthony in Jesus’ invitation to walk the way of trust, lament, humility, justice, 
compassion, peace-making, suffering, and radical love. 

• “One of the really powerful things was the honesty of the conversations, allowing 
us to open up and support each other in a non-judgemental way. We're all at 
different stages, but we're all moving together. Whether you’re young or old, 
Christian or not, there are essential truths in those nine beats that we can all grab 
hold of, delve deep into, learn from, and grow with. I could talk to my children 

http://www.lifewords.global/prisons
http://www.versefirst.com/


about it, but equally engage my colleagues with it too.” Give thanks for the 
accessibility of the music, art, and thought within NINE BEATS, and for its ability to 
translate across age, culture, industry or circumstance. 

• “Shortly after the festival I saw on Facebook that a UK tour would be taking place 
with one of the NINE BEATS Collective members, Heatherlyn. To my surprise one 
of the destinations was Cornwall – where I live! Things like that don't often happen 
here, and I was excited for the opportunity to become part of the wider 
movement.” Give thanks for the different ways people can get involved with NINE 
BEATS with the music album, journal, and events. Please pray that more people will 
encounter the radical way of Jesus through all that NINE BEATS offers. 
 

Visit www.9beats.org to experience more of the art and creativity of NINE BEATS, and 
share it with friends!  
 
26 August – 1 September  
God’s home for the homeless 
Safehaven outreach group from St Peter’s Church, Brighton works to help make 
provision for local homeless communities and engage them with the gospel.  
• Earlier this year Safehaven ordered copies of One of Us to share with those living 

on the streets of Brighton. “These booklets are amazing!” says church member 
Patricia. “My church does a lot of work with the homeless, but I love using the 
booklets to help do my bit too.” Give thanks for the commitment of people and 
churches like St Peter’s working to reach vulnerable groups in their communities. 
Give thanks too for Brighton and Hove City Mission and Off the Fence Trust who 
partnered with Lifewords to design One of Us specifically for the homeless 
community.  

• Alongside the booklets, Safehaven has been sharing bars of chocolate with the 
homeless, as well as offering cards with information about their church and the 
services they provide. Please pray for every person in Brighton who receives one 
of these packs that they may take up the opportunity to visit St Peter’s and find 
out more about Jesus.  

• Every Saturday St Peter’s Church holds a weekly dinner event and welcomes 
around 100 people each week. “We do our best to reach out to and integrate with 
the community we live in,” says Patricia. “We also run a parenting course to help 
parents protect their children online, and we are now working with the local council 
to encourage our congregation to consider fostering or adoption. God is for 
everyone regardless of circumstance, background or past activity, and genuine acts 
of love can make all the difference.” Praise God for community-based initiatives 
like this helping people encounter Jesus’ love in their lives. 

 
If you would like to order free booklets to help engage vulnerable communities with 
the Bible’s life-giving words, please visit www.lifewords.global/shop.  
 
 
Thank you for praying with us! Your partnership in prayer is vital to all that we do as 
we share the Bible’s life words around the world. You can make a donation to our work 
online at www.lifewords.global, by post or by calling 020 7730 2155. 

http://www.9beats.org/
http://www.lifewords.global/shop
http://www.lifewords.global/

